
AAUW WILMINGTON BRANCH  

Dear AAUW Friends, 

This has been a very busy and productive sum-

mer. It started with a wonderful convention in 

San Diego where I was able to infiltrate the 

State Presidents’ session and then switched 

over to the Funds Chair session. I spent time 

with our State President Penny Deiner and dis-

cussed the future of Delaware and the role of 

the state organization with the branches. I learned about many op-

portunities and challenges from other branches, heard some phe-

nomenal speakers and enjoyed the California air.  

In July, we had the leadership transition meeting at Penn’s Place in 

Old New Castle. President Deiner joined us as former, new and not 

so new officers dissected what our AAUW means to us locally and 

nationally and how we can grow in impact and in members. The pas-

sion we all have is evident. What is also evident is how much we 

want everyone to know about what we do and how we do it!  

Change is definitely in the air, but it will be thoughtful, strategic 

change. Some elements of AAUW Wilmington are fundamental to 

our continuing our membership: our need to socialize, our need to 

learn, our need to act and our need to advocate. But to do those 

things successfully we must be sustainable, we need to be flexible 

and we need to accept that we all give what we can, when we can. 

 The 2016 presidential election is already putting women’s issues out 

front. This election is an opportunity to raise our collective voice 

against legislation that aims to disenfranchise one or more segments 

of the population or to support initiatives and programs that support 

freedom and equality for all. We have one year to rally, motivate, 

mobilize, educate and lead by example. Some of us have been here 

before. Some have not. But we are all here now, and when history is 

made, I want to be an active player in history and I know AAUW Wil-

mington Branch will be part of it, too.  

I look forward to seeing you all in October! 

Valerie Jermusyk 

 

Past President’s Message 

Dear Members, 

To those who have not met her, I would 

like to introduce Valerie Jermusyk, the new           

Branch President.  

Valerie joined the branch in 2012 and immediately accepted 

the challenge of webmaster, working with National AAUW to 

design a new website for the branch. She has also been 

social media administrator for AAUW-DE and served on the 

panel at the State Convention hosted by the branch in May 

2014. 

Valerie is Associate Director of Strategic Initiatives, United 

Way of Delaware. Currently working on SPARC (Successful 

Pathways and Roads to Careers), a movement to prepare 

young people for college and/or careers by connecting them 

with career coaches and companies seeking to improve Del-

aware's workforce. She  has previously worked with the Del-

aware Association for the Education of Young Children and 

was the Interim Executive Director for Girls, Inc. of Delaware. 

We are privileged to have this bright young woman with a 

clear goal of advancing women’s education and careers as 

our leader.  Let’s all welcome her and offer to work with her.  

She and the new board will be working on ideas to keep our 

branch growing and thriving. 

Lois Hubbs 

Bulletin  

September 2015 

President’s Letter 

 
The October program will be How the Other Half Ate, a history of working-class meals 

at the turn of the 19th century. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, working-
class Americans had eating habits that were distinctly shaped by jobs, families, neighborhoods, 
and the tools, utilities, and size of their kitchens—along with their cultural heritage.  

Katherine Leonard Turner’s  extensive research on this subject resulted in a book of 
the same name and popular speaking engagements. Dr. Turner’s talk will take us through the 
changing food landscape in American working-class families from industrialization through the 
1950s. Members are invited to bring an old kitchen tool to display. We will try to guess what it 
is and how it was used! 

Please let us know if you will attend the meeting at aauwwilm@gmail.com or 
call the office at 428-0939 by Wednesday, October 14, 2015. 

October General Meeting 
 

Dr. Katherine Leonard Turner, Author 
 

Saturday, October 17, 2015 
9:30 Refreshments – 10 a.m. Program 

Silverside Church 
2800 Silverside Road 
Wilmington, DE 19810 

mailto:aauwwilm@gmail.com


National Conference of College Women Student Leaders  

Wilmington Branch was delighted to sponsor Gabrielle (Gigi) Gaul, a Wilmington University student, to attend the National 
Conference of College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL) this past summer at the University of Maryland.  Gigi is ma-
joring in Business Management  at Wilmington University.  She has a proven record of leadership at school and in the 
community. 
She attended the Annual Meeting in May and expressed her desire to establish an AAUW student branch at Wilmington 
University.  We are anxious to work with her and her advisors at Wilmington. 
 
Gigi returned from the conference with the message below:  
 

I truly enjoyed the conference so much, and it was an inspiration to be surrounded by so many inspiring fe-
male leaders. I’ve still continued to keep in touch with many of the girls that I met there! The conference in-
cluded so many opportunities to network and build connections, hear from remarkable female leadership 
speakers, and explore various graduate school and career options. One of my favorite parts of the confer-
ence was the day filled with workshops. They offered fifty different workshops and I was able to pick my own 
path of learning throughout the day, relating to topics that interested me. The workshops covered a variety 
of topics including career development, time management as a leader, effective communication strategies, 
and campus & community impact projects. I really enjoyed discovering my further passion as a leader and it 
was so remarkable to be surrounded by other aspiring female leaders, looking to accomplish great things! A 
big thank you to both you and the entire AAUW branch for this wonderful opportunity.  
  
I look forward to talking with you all more, and sharing my NCCWSL experiences with you at your next 
meeting.  
-Gigi Gaul 

Members, consider being a part of the following committees so your ideas can be included in 

planning for the future. 

Strategic Planning, Membership, Public Policy, Funds, By-Laws, Bulletin 

Gabrielle (Gigi) Gaul  at National Conference of College Women Student Leaders  



 
N MEMORIAM 

 

 
Pauline Bowen 
May 29, 2015 

Branch Life Member; 
AAUW Life Member 

 
Mary Ann Dowd 
May 31, 2015 

 
Dr. Blanche Fleming 

April 19, 2015 
Branch Life Member; 
AAUW Life Member  

 
Elizabeth Fountain 

July 13, 2015 
Branch Life Member; 
AAUW Life Member - 

 
Roberta Jean Peterson 

May 11, 2015 
Branch Life Member  

LANDMARKS TOUR  

SEPTEMBER 17, 2015 

Join Landmarks on September 17
th
 as we visit the Delaware Solid Waste 

Authority for a program about Recycling.  Learn all the things you can 
recycle and what happens to them after you put them in the recycling bin. 

We will meet at DSWA’s Environmental Education Building at the Dela-
ware Recycling Center, 1101 Lambsons Lane, New Castle, 19720 at  

10 a.m.  Take Rt. 9 North, toward Wilmington. Turn right on Lambsons 
Lane. DRC is straight ahead. There is plenty of parking. Please form your 
own car pools.  There is no cost for this trip. 

After the tour we will meet for lunch at  

Iron Hill Brewery,  

620 Justison Street, Wilmington, DE. 

 

Please RSVP to Ann DeFelice by  

September 8
th

.  Phone:  302-731-0896 

E-mail: AMDeFelice@comcast.net 

 

If you have questions about the program contact Hetty Francke:   

Phone: 302-475-9157      

E-mail: Hettyw@udel.edu 

Delaware Solid Waste Authority  



 

 

Guests are welcome at Study groups; please notify hostess 

 
 

September 7(Monday) 

Labor Day:  Book Room Closed. 

September 8(Tuesday)   

6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.   AAUW Board Meeting, Silverside Church Library. 

September 9(Wednesday)  

Garden Group: 1:00 p.m. Trip to Andalusia, former estate of the Biddle family and a National Historic Landmark on the Delaware River in 
Bensalem, PA. (Please note:  the home is not handicapped accessible).  Contact Phyllis Gramlich (571-1241) or Ann De Felice (731-0896), 
amdefelice@comcast.net  for more information.  

September 14((Monday) 

4:00 p.m. Films, Drama and Literature meets at the home of Posey Gardner, 2411 Morningside Rd., Devon, Wilmington, DE 19810.  Subject: 
One-Act play  “Aria da Capo” by Edna St. Vincent Millay. 

For information contact Jackie Cusumano (733-0183). 

September 17 (Thursday)  

10:00 a.m. Landmarks visit to Delaware Solid Waste Authority for a program about Recycling. Lunch at Iron Hill Brewery, 620 Justison Street, 
Wilmington, DE. Please RSVP to Ann DeFelice by September 8th.  Phone:  302-731-0896; E-mail: AMDeFelice@comcast.net. See article. 

September 15(Tuesday)   

12 Noon.  Third Tuesday Book Club.  Contact Evelyn Williams (622-8032).  This group is presently closed to new members. 

September 28 ((Monday) 

 7:30 p.m.  3Cs Book Group.  Joan Miller will lead the discussion of   “A Legacy”  by Sybille Bedford at Silverside Church  Library, 2800 Silver-
side Road.  Contact Carrie Cooper (740-6648). 

September 30(Wednesday)  

Evening Handcrafts:  7:30 p.m.  Contact Agnes Barkley (479-5112). 

October 17 (Saturday) 

9:30 a.m.  Coffee; 10:00 a.m. Program at, Silverside Church. Dr. Katherine Leonard Turner will discuss her book, “How the Other Half Ate” 
See article on page 1. 

 
 

The Book Room is open for collection on Mondays and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. except holidays. 

Calandar 

mailto:amdefelice@comcast.net
mailto:AMDeFelice@comcast.net


The Wilmington Branch Study and Interest Groups for 2015-2016 are listed below with a short descrip-
tion.  Join some of these groups for fun and fellowship!  Call the Study Group Leader or Study Group 
Coordinator, Lois Hubbs (994-6120), if you wish to attend a meeting.  

 

MORNING 

GARDEN STUDY GROUP – 2nd Wednesday of the month.  Ann De Felice (731-0896); Phyllis Gramlich (571-
1241).  A group interested in learning more about gardening by visiting gardens and attending talks on the sub-
ject.  Most meetings are in the morning and include tours of local gardens and visits to nearby areas of interest.  
Luncheon may follow and carpools will be arranged as needed.  New members are welcome. 

LANDMARKS – Marie Brywka (477-0127); Kathy Seitz (764-3422). Meets 3rd Thursday, September-May ex-
cept December meeting which is a luncheon on the 2nd Thursday.  Times for meetings vary from morning into 
early p.m. depending on the program.  This group takes bus trips or carpools to a wide range of interesting lo-
cations or meets locally for luncheon programs with guest speakers.  New members are welcome. 

AFTERNOON 

THIRD TUESDAY BOOK CLUB - 3rd Tues. (September-May, except December) 12 noon.  Evelyn Williams 
(622-8032). The group meets at noon for lunch.  Members bring a sandwich and the hostess supplies beverage 
and dessert.  Each meeting a volunteer reviews a book of her choice.  One month we discuss a book that we all 
have read (Group chooses).  Unable to accept new members at this time. 

 

PUBLIC POLICY STUDY GROUP - Linda Barnett (luvchocdog@hotmail.com) Keep Branch members informed 
about public policy issues; coordinate with AAUW State Public Policy on activities, including state legislative 
activity and participating in Pay Equity Day; link up with other policy oriented organizations that share AAUW 
concerns and collaborate as appropriate; research tropics (including federal legislative activity) and prepare 
information to send to Branch members via Branch newsletters or special emails as appropriate; inform Branch 
members about movies or TV programs with a public policy focus. Meetings are held as needed or requested 
by members. 

EVENING 

ART APPRECIATION STUDY GROUP –Led by Trina Gardner, artist, author, teacher, trustee and signature 
member of the National Collage Society, member of the Howard Pyle Studio Group, past president of National 
League of American Pen Women. To be placed on email list contact trinag2@verizon.net; 764-4775.  This 
group will particiate in a variety of art related activities. Meeting dates and time will vary according to the activi-
ty.  Please contact the leader if you are interested in participating. 

CONTEMPORARY, CLASSIC AND CONTROVERSIAL (3C’s) - 4th Mon., 7:30 p.m. Carrie Cooper (740-6648). 
This is a book review group that meets monthly, September through May, except December, at Silverside 
Church.  In June, July, and August the group meets at  Cokesbury Village.  Book selections include both fiction 
and non-fiction.  Reading suggestions are discussed at the spring salad supper with an attempt to select books 
available at the library or in paperback.  For each meeting, members read the book selected for the month, and 
all participate in discussions led by a designated leader.  A volunteer hostess provides light refreshments. 
There is no limit on the number of members.  All who enjoy reading and discussing books are welcome!  

EVENING HANDCRAFTS - 4th Wed., 7:30 p.m. Martha Lankford (478-6296) The group meets in members’ 
homes to make handcrafts.  Members take turns purchasing materials and leading the craft projects.  One 
month is a night out at a restaurant.  The May meeting is for planning the following year.  We accept new mem-
bers. 

FILMS, DRAMA, AND LITERATURE - 2nd Mon., 4:00 p.m.  Jackie Cusamano (733-0183).  This group attends 
films and plays, reads one-act plays and short stories, and discusses them at our meetings.  Members take 
turns hosting and selecting programs.  New members are welcome!  

Study and Interest Groups  



WHAT IS IT? 

 The Scholarship and Memorial Fund is a tax-exempt 501(c) (3) trust fund that was set up by the Branch in 1962 to receive, manage, and distribute 

scholarship money.  The objective is to encourage women to continue their education. 

HOW IS IT ADMINISTERED? 

 Five members, each elected by the Branch for a term of three years on a rotating basis, administer the funds.  The Chair of the Trustees is appointed 

by the Branch President.  A Branch-appointed Scholarship and Awards Committee screens the applicants and presents its recommendations to the 

Trustees who approve the recipients and make the awards. 

 

WHERE DO THE FUNDS COME FROM? 

 1. Bequests from members or deceased members' families or friends. 

 2. Contributions from Branch members. 

 3. Memorial gifts from members or friends of the AAUW. 

 4. Contributions from the Branch including a $5 contribution for each deceased Branch member during the year. 

 5. Interest and dividends on investments. 

 6. A portion of the profits of the annual used book sale. 

 

HOW CAN WE HELP? 

 1. Add any amount, no matter how small, to your dues check. (It's tax deductible!) 

 2. Remember your friends by a contribution in their name. 

 3. Support the annual used book sale by collecting and contributing used books and by volunteering time to help with the sale. 

4.Set up a Continuing Named Scholarship by contributing $10,000.  This amount is invested and the interest is used annually for a Named Scholarship. 

 5. Contribute $500 or more for a Non-Continuing Named Scholarship which will be given annually until the funds are depleted. 
 

In 1914 the Wilmington Branch awarded one scholarship of $100 for use at the Women's College in Newark.  Since that time, 709 scholarships totaling over 

$1,080,000 have been awarded.  Today, income from the Fund provides freshman scholarships for New Castle County women and upperclass and graduate scholar-

ships for women from throughout the State of Delaware at many colleges and universities. For the academic year 2015-2016, 26 scholarships were awarded from the 

Fund.  In addition, a certificate for a  graduate course of study was awarded from the Doberstein Wilmington University Scholarship Fund.  Scholarship recipients, 

their schools and major fields are: 

 
 

Jacqueline Cameron     Wilmington University  

Kathleen Costello      Sherman College     Chiropractic Medicine 

Lacie Craft        Alvernia Univ.     Occupational Therapy 

Sarah Doggett      Univ. of Delaware    Civil Engineering 

Bethany Gardner       Univ. of Rochester    Brain & Cognitive Science 

Elizabeth Geller      Wilmington University   Organizational Dynamics 

Megan Lang        Boston College     Biochemistry      

Courtney Lyons        Univ. of Delaware     Music  

Diana Magana            Univ. of Delaware    Elementary Ed. /Math 

Rosymar Magana       Univ. of Delaware    Health Behavior 

Amy McLaughlin            Arcadia Univ.     Health Promotion 

Amy Micklos              Marywood Univ.     Speech Pathology 

Dorottya Miketa       NYU       MS-Urban Planning 

Meredith Simon Pearson     Univ. of Delaware     Civil Engineering 

Taylor Polich         Texas Christian    Speech Pathology 

Suvidha Polu        U. Penn      Dental School  

Regina Reynolds       Worcester Polytech          Elec./Computer Engineering 

Elizabeth Seward       Drexel              Nursing  

Kadija Sow        American Univ.     Finance  

Jeannette Stewart       Univ. of Delaware    Elementary Ed. 

Christiana Taylor       Univ. of Delaware    Nursing   

Johanna Taylor       Univ. of Delaware    Exercise Science    

Kelsey Traunero       Duke University    Medicine 

De'shjuan Triplett       Hampton Univ.      Kinesiology 

Darby Westerberg      Univ. of Delaware     Civil Engineering 

Laura Wiley        James Madison Univ.   Elem Ed/Special Ed  

Kirsten Woolpert       U of N. Carolina     Biology  

Scholarship and Memorial Fund  


