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2017 CALENDAR 

Mar. 6 Board Meeting 

Mar 9-12 Book Sale 

Mar 16 Landmarks 

Mar 27 3Cs 

Apr 4 Equal Pay Day 

Apr 8 Scholarship Celebration 

Apr 24 3Cs 

Pages 10, 12, 14 are left blank, 

so that you may print the  

registration forms that are  

included in this bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

April 8, 2017 9:30 a.m. 

Harry’s Savoy Grill and Ballroom,  

2020 Naaman’s Road,  

Wilmington, Delaware  

Join us for a lovely morning of  

celebration, libation and conversation. 

Featuring the 2016-17 scholars and  

speaker Dr. Linda De Roche, professor  

of literature and chair of the  

English Department of Wesley University.  

 

Brunch buffet begins at 10:00 a.m. and the program 

begins at 11:00 a.m. Please see the flyer on page 11. 

Artwork by Linda Barnett 

It’s almost here! The annual book sale is just a 

few days away. We have more than 44,000 

books for sale. If you haven’t signed up for  

a spot yet, please email Anita Sterling at  

anitasterling@comcast.net. We definitely 

need bodies for set up on Wednesday, March 8 

and tear down on Sunday, March 12.  

See you there! 
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The windows 
are open, the 
sun is out,  
the birds are 

chattering and I can breathe 
again. Demeter has returned!  

     T w o  m a j o r  e v e n t s  
happened that  opened my 
eyes and ears to the energy 
and passion women have to be 
heard, valued and respected:  
the Women’s March in January 
and our  O pen House i n  
February. The sheer volume of  
bodies and noise at the March 
was incredible. We  couldn’t 
actual ly march.  W e could 
barely move in any direction. 
S o  m a n y  i s s u e s  w e r e  
displayed on handmade signs,  
hoisted by l i tt le girls, moms, 
dads, workers, advocates and 
people of  all  ages. You could 
not escape the feeling that a 
m ajor  sh i f t -  posi t i v e and  
negative, was occurring.  

    Trying to capitalize on that 
momentum, we invited women 
to our February meeting. We 
wanted people to get to know 
AAUW and to get involved with 
the public policy work. Some 
were impressed by the work 
w e  d o ;  o t h e r s  w a n t e d  
i m m e d i a t e  ac t i v i t i e s  a n d  
d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  r e c e n t  
d e c i s i o n s  b y  t h e  
administration.  

   I expected our board and 
study groups to do a fabulous 
job- and they did!   I hoped a 
few new people would join, 
and  a t t end pub l i c  po l i c y  
meetings, and they did.  

     I need to continue to keep 
my mind open to new and  
different opportunities and to 
m a n a g e  m y  
expectations.  I expect the  
A n n u a l  S c h o l a r s h i p  
Celebration to be a lovely 
morning event, and that the 
b o o k  s a l e  w i l l  b e  
ex haust i ng and f ru i t f ul .  I  
expect the momentum and  
energy of  the Women’s March 

and our February meeting to 
continue. I expect that we wil l 
cont inue to  wel come new 
members, and that our mem-
bers wil l  continue to step up to 
leadership roles. I expect that 
y o u n g  l a d i e s  l i k e  A b b y 
McCann, History Day AAUW 
Women in History Award win-
ner, wil l  grow to be thoughtful 
and impassioned leaders for 
our country (read her essay on 
page 4).  

And I expect we wil l  al l  open 
a n d  c l o s e  t h e  
windows as needed.  

        Valerie 

Branch Leadership 

President Valerie A Jermusyk 

President Elect Linda Barnett 

VP Membership Susan Bair Purcell 

VP Programs Lora Englehart 

Treasurer Betsy Del Vecchio 

Secretary Maggie Alexander 

Trustees Roberta Smith, Marie Brywka,  

Suzanne Collins, Frances Buttenheim,  

Jackie Cusumano 

Public Policy Chair Linda Barnett 

Book Room Trina Gardner 

Scholarships Ann Bogda 

 

Funds Chair Celia Panzer 

Bulletin Editor Valerie Jermusyk 

Luncheon Chair Susan Bair Purcell 

Branch Office Mgr. Sue Young 

Branch email: aauwwilm@gmail.com 

Branch office hours: Wed. 10-3 

Branch phone: (302) 428-0939 

Mailing address:  

1800 Fairfax, Wilmington, DE 19803 

Book Room Location:  

3 Germay Drive, Unit 5 

Book Room Hours: Mon, Thurs. 9:30-11 

State Leadership 

President Penny Deiner 

Communications Janella Newman 

Treasurer Caprice Torrance* 

Funds Kathleen Jacobs 

Public Policy Linda Barnett* and Martha 

Johnson 

Program/Events Christi Gillean 

All Branch Presidents serve on the board 

*denotes Wilmington Branch member 

 

 

From the President/ 

Valerie A. Jermusyk 
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From the State President/ 

Dr. Penny L. Deiner 

Dear AAUW Branch Members, 

 

     I am looking forward to seeing all of you and I hope to bring warm weather with me as I return. 

As you might guess I don't have much news to write about but I do have some important Save the 

Date information. 

 

AAUW is partnering with the League of Women Voters for Equal Pay Day on April 4, 2017 in Do-

ver. The league has a program in the morning and AAUW will be at the legislature in the afternoon. This is an annual 

event but I believe it is particularly important that women's issue be brought to the fore now. More information to 

come. 

 

The AAUW Delaware annual meeting will be at Vincenzios Restaurant in Dover on Saturday, May 20, from 11 until 2. 

We will have a private room, we can order lunch off the menu and they will give individuals separate checks. We hope 

both current and newly elected officers will come as well as all interested AAUW members from all branches. There 

will be additional information about this as well. We will also identify open state board positions and other leadership 

opportunities that members might be interested in. 

 

Please don't forget the National Convention. There are three pre-conference sessions the morning of June 14th. One 

is for state presidents, one on fund raising and the third is for state program chairs. The afternoon is designed for 

members to go to the Hill to talk to their legislators. You can find information about other parts of the convention on 

AAUW's website. If you have never been to a National Convention this is a great time to start. 

 

Take care and I will bring all the warm weather that fits in my suitcase. But given what I have seen of Delaware's re-

cent weather you may not need it. Until March 7... 

 

Penny 

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!      

Marilyn Siebold 

1508 Villa Rd 

Wilmington, DE 19809 

(302) 764-3315 

Marilyn61@aol.com 

University of Delaware BA History 1974 

Wilmington University MS 

Community Counseling, 1997 

Kathy Hicks 

1601 Windybush Rd 

Wilmington, DE 19810 

(215) 806-0317 

jessiv@msn.com 

Bryn Mawr College 

Master of Social Work, 1980 

 

Helen DeSantis Smith 

23 Clark Ridge 

Hockessin, DE 19707 

(302) 383-9583 

Ldesantissmith@aol.com 

University of Delaware BS Physical Therapy 1976 

Northwestern University Masters  

Exercise Physiology & Sports Medicine, 1982 

Pam Favretto 

313 Stanton Ct. 

Glen Mills,PA 19342 

(484) 881-2010 

Elizabethtown College BS 

Chemistry / Med Tech, 1972 



4  

 

AAUW Wilmington Inc. (DE) Branch. Mar-Apr 2017 

 Book Room- Sale volunteers needed! 

BOOK ROOM AND BOOK SALE 
USED BOOK SALE       Concord Mall, March 9 – 12, 2017 
Book Room Chairs   Jackie Cusumano & Trina Gardner 
Book Room Recycle  - Sharon Hanrahan 
Book Room Publicity   -  Ken Mammarella 
Book Room Move & Statistics  -  Rita Panar 
Mall Scheduling    -   Anita Sterling anitasterling@comcast.net 

Mall Chair  -  Sharon Hanrahan 
Mall Set-Up  -  Trina Gardner 
Book Room Committee:  Frankie Bricker, Frances  
Buttenheim, Norma Day, Hetty Franke, Vickie Gawiak, Wendy Harris, Connie Keating, 
Mary Kindergan, Nancy Lonie, Kathy Lyons, Rose Markovic, Rita Panar, Sandy 
Rotholz, Ann Sharp, Barbara Siegell, Roberta Smith, Mary Ann Stazesky, Nancy 
Walsh     Additional Volunteers:  Peter Buttenheim, Dale Kaukeinen, Ken Keating, Ed 
Keeling, Ken Mammarella, Jack Morgan, Sue McCann, Lois Myoda, Bob Rill, Pam 
Stebbins, Pat White, George Zafis 

Abigail McCann- AAUW Wilmington )DE) Branch, Inc. Women in History Award winner 
 
Recent events have led to the resurrection of many emotions from 
the past. I personally have dealt with discrimination because of my 
gender, and previous assumptions of women's abilities. I used to play 
baseball, and I was seen as weaker, and less of a player than the 
boys. I was often asked "why don't you just play softball with all the 
other girls?". My response was simple, "It's not the same". Baseball 
and softball, while they may seem to be the same sport, are ex-
tremely different. The feeling that you get from playing with your 
friends under the lights is impossible to recreate, and leaving my 

team seemed to be the end of the world. I eventually was pushed out of the league, and I found a 
new family in my current softball team, but the reasoning for why I changed sports troubled me. 
Women's rights and perceptions of women have always been an issue in the United States, and 
across the world, but the All American Girls Professional Baseball League represents all that 
women can do, and their natural ability to rise against the odds. My National History Day project 
specifically aimed to highlight the women from WWII who held the States together without their 
men. 
 
The All American Girls Professional Baseball League was a new exploration of entertainment dur-
ing World War II. More than half of the previous professional baseball players were deployed due 
to the draft, and baseball was one of the only things that gave people a reason to forget the war. 
Even though the women did not receive salaries close to that of the men's salaries, they still made 
at least four times as much as they would have in a normal job. The women were watched by mil-
lions, and they provided entertainment for those who were not deployed. The girls kept the Ameri-
can past time alive, but they were removed from the leagues after the war was over.  
 
The lasting effects of the league are seen today because of the professional women's leagues for 
basketball, ice hockey, etc. The league was an exploration of entertainment, an encounter between 
new and old ideas about social etiquette, and an exchange of ideas between people that lead to 

lasting effects on equality for women. 
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AAUW Landmarks  

Thursday March 16, 2017, 10:00 a.m. 

The Patio at Archmere Academy  

Join us on March 16 for an informative morning at the 

Patio at Archmere Academy, 3600 Philadelphia Pike, 

Claymont, DE, 19703. Headmaster, Dr. Michael 

Marinelli, will give us a tour of the historic Patio, the 

home of John Jakob Raskob and his family in the 

early 1900s. The tour will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will include the rich history of the mansion 

and the family who lived there.  

Following the Archmere Patio visit, lunch is at Tutto Fresco, 514 Philadelphia Pike. Link to 

Tutto Fresco: http://tuttofrescode.com/menu/lunch-menu/ at approximately 12:30.  

For additional information, see: www.archmereacademy.com/  

Please plan to meet in the Food Lion parking lot across from Archmere at 9:40 a.m. in order to 

carpool to the Patio. Parking is very limited at Archmere and will be along the path to the Patio.  

Register for this tour prior to March 12 by contacting:  

Hetty Francke; email: hettyw@udel.edu or 302-475-9157  

Anita Sterling; email: anitasterling@comcast.net or 302-792-2560  

STUDY GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

3Cs: The Little Red Chairs by Edna O’Brien 

Discussion facilitated by Joan Miller, March 27  

3Cs: The Rainbow Comes and Goes  

by Anderson Cooper and Gloria Vanderbilt 

Discussion facilitated by Carrie Cooper, April 24 
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The Garden Group is currently seeking members to help arrange tours and activities.  

Please contact the office if you are interested. (302) 428-0939 

Volunteer Opportunity! 

AAUW Book Sale Scheduler 

Do you Excel?  The Excel spreadsheet, that is. 
Seeking an AAUW Booksale Scheduler to take over this easy, short term, automated function. 
 
Summary of tasks: 
January –  
 Email scheduling letter to members and non-member volunteers 
 Record responses as received on Excel spreadsheet; confirm by return email 
 AAUW office sends non-email letters; you follow up manually (@ 6) 
February –  

 Email scheduling letter and info to a few select schools 
 Send reminder to those in database who haven’t responded 

March (Sale) –  
 Print shift assignments to take to mall for each day of sale 
 Have a partner with you at the mall for Check in of volunteers 

After the sale – 
 Prepare a short report 
 You’re done till the next year! 

Please contact me if you are interested in helping with this vital function.  
Anita Sterling 
AAUW Book Sale Scheduler 
302-792-2560 
anitasterling@comcast.net 

 HELP WANTED  

This Spring, we will be launching a new project called, “The Six Books.” Conceived by Dr. Jon 

Cawley of the Smithsonian and Ravens Table Press, “Six Books” asks high school students to 

select six books they would take with them to start a new colony.  

Students look for the six books at the Book Sale and then write an essay on why they chose 

those particular books. AAUW Wilmington members will be paired with students to edit the  

essays, which will then be published by Ravens Table Press and sold. The book will also contain 

our Branch History (similar to the yearbooks published in the past). If you are interested in  

designing, mentoring, editing or writing the  

history, please contact Valerie at  

vjermusyk@mac.com or  

(302) 428-0939.  
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Volunteer Opportunity! 

AAUW Book Sale Scheduler 

Do you Excel?  The Excel spreadsheet, that is. 
Seeking an AAUW Booksale Scheduler to take over this easy, short term, automated function. 
 
Summary of tasks: 
January –  
 Email scheduling letter to members and non-member volunteers 
 Record responses as received on Excel spreadsheet; confirm by return email 
 AAUW office sends non-email letters; you follow up manually (@ 6) 
February –  

 Email scheduling letter and info to a few select schools 
 Send reminder to those in database who haven’t responded 

March (Sale) –  
 Print shift assignments to take to mall for each day of sale 
 Have a partner with you at the mall for Check in of volunteers 

After the sale – 
 Prepare a short report 
 You’re done till the next year! 

Please contact me if you are interested in helping with this vital function.  
Anita Sterling 
AAUW Book Sale Scheduler 
302-792-2560 
anitasterling@comcast.net 

#1 

Do you know who your State Senator and Representative are?  If not, use this link to find 

out: 

http://legis.delaware.gov/ 

What happens in our State’s General Assembly is much more within our control than ac-

tions at the federal level – but we have to make our views known. 

The legislative session is starting to gear up, and our Public Policy team will be keeping 

you up-to-date on issues that we care about.  But we will need YOU to take the next – 

and crucial – step of letting your legislators know how you feel. 

We urge you to get ready for action by learning who they are and what their email ad-

dress and phone number are. 

Stay tuned! 

#2 

SAVE THE DATE:  APRIL 4 

We are sponsoring an event on April 4, jointly with the League of Women Voters of  

Delaware, to commemorate Pay Equity Day. 

There will be a morning program at the 
Duncan Center in Dover, addressing the 
theme of Poverty as it relates to Educa-
tion, Health, and Housing.  At lunch, at-
tention will focus on pay equity, as for-
mer Senator Karen Peterson speaks to 
the relationship of the gender pay gap 
on women and poverty.  After the lunch-

eon, activity will move to Legislative 
Hall, where Pay Equity Day will be ac-
knowledged.  

 

Flyer and registration on pages 8-9. 

PUBLIC POLICY 

http://legis.delaware.gov/


8  

 

AAUW Wilmington Inc. (DE) Branch. Mar-Apr 2017 

LEAGUE DAY IN DOVER/PAY EQUITY DAY  
Tuesday, April 4, 2017 

 
Outlook at the Duncan Center, 500 West Loockerman Street, Dover, DE 19904 

 

 
 

Come learn, and advocate on four key issues the LWV of Delaware and the AAUW, along with our  

cosponsors, are addressing during the 149th session of our General Assembly. Hear from speakers on 
these topics: Justice, Education, Health and Affordable Housing, plus our Luncheon speaker, the  
Honorable Senator Karen Peterson, who will discuss the impact of the gender pay gap and how it is 
leading many women into poverty. Enjoy lunch with fellow members and legislators, then 
attend a press conference about Pay Equity in Delaware, visit Legislative Hall with a vol-
unteer, registered lobbyist to meet with your Representative and Senator to present  
Position Papers that express our views on each of these issues 
  

8:30-9 AM Registration and refreshments 
 

PROGRAM 
 
9:00 AM     Welcome:  Jill Fuchs, League President 
9:05 AM     Sandy Spence, Advocacy Corps Chair, will introduce and frame the issues and introduce  

      speakers. Each speaker’s schedule will include time for Q&A 
9:10 AM     Keynote Speaker to address Justice: The Solution to Poverty, to be announced. Q & A 
9:40 AM       Education and Poverty in Delaware.  Professor Dan Rich, Policy Director, Wilmington  

      Education  Improvement Commission and Professor of Public Policy at the University of UD, will 
      speak to this issue.   Q & A 
10:10  AM      Break  
10:25 AM      Health.  Steven Groff, Director of Medicaid, will speak about what programs currently exist. 

                 Q & A 
10:55 AM      Affordable Housing and Homelessness in Delaware.  Jeanine Kleimo, Dover Interfaith  
             Mission for Housing and board member of NCALL.  Q & A 
11:30 AM  Lunch with Legislators (buffet) 
12:00 PM  Key Note Speaker: The Honorable Senator Karen Peterson will discuss the impact of the  

              gender pay gap and how it is leading many women into poverty . Q & A 
1:15 PM  Press conference on Pay Equity in Delaware in Legislative Hall.  Attendees may also visit  

 legislators to provide them with fact sheets on the issues discussed today as well as other       
LWVDE  and AAUW issues.  Individuals are also encouraged attend legislative sessions of the 
House and Senate. 

JUSTICE: The Solution to Poverty 

Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Delaware (LWVDE) and the American  
Association of University Women of Delaware (AAUW).   

Cosponsors: ACLU of Delaware; Delaware Coalition Against Gun Violence;  

Delaware ERANow; Southern Delaware Alliance for Racial Justice  
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REGISTRATION FORM 

 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2017  

NAME (S)___________________________________________________________  $30.00 EACH____________ 

 

NAME(S) ___________________________________________________________  $30.00 EACH____________ 

 

NAME (S) ___________________________________________________________ $30.00 EACH ____________  

           TOTAL $__________ 

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE _____________________________________   EMAIL  _____________________________________ 

RECEIPT REQUESTED   ________________________   LWVDE Fed tax ID 516021961 [501(c) 4] 

CREDIT CARDS ARE ACCEPTED—YOU CAN GO TO LWVDELAWARE.ORG AND PAY THROUGH PAY PAL  

OR Please complete the following: 

CHECK:________ 

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED:   Discover________   Master Card_______   Visa________ 

CREDIT CARD NUMBER:_______________________________________________________________________ 

CREDIT CARD EXPIRATION DATE: ________________________SECURITY CODE__________________ 

Contact 302-571-8948 

Send this form and check (if using check) to LWVDE, 2400 W. 17TH Street, Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level,  
Wilmington, DE  19806-1311. Please call the League office at 302-571-8948 or  
e-mail lwvde@comcast.net if you have any questions.   www.lwvdelaware.org 

JUSTICE: The Solution to Poverty 

Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Delaware (LWVDE) and the American  
Association of University Women of Delaware (AAUW).   

Cosponsors: ACLU of Delaware; Delaware Coalition Against Gun Violence;  

Delaware ERANow; Southern Delaware Alliance for Racial Justice  

mailto:lwvde@voicenet.com
http://www.lwvdelaware.org/
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AAUW Wilmington (DE) Branch, Inc. 
 

96th ANNUAL SPRING BRUNCH RESERVATION FORM 
 

Saturday, April 8, 2017  

Harry’s Savoy Grill and Ballroom  

2020 Naaman’s Road 

Wilmington, Delaware 19810 

9:30 a.m.  Welcome 
    Mimosa, Bloody Mary Cocktails and Juices available (Cocktails $7.00) 

 

10:00 a.m. Brunch Buffet 

   Featuring Eggs Benedict, Quiche, French toast, Fruit, Bacon, Potatoes,  

Breakfast Breads and other delicious offerings 

 

11:00 Introduction of Scholarship Recipients and Program 

Speaker: Dr. Linda De Roche 

Professor of English and Chair of the English Department  

Wesley University 

Name (s) ____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Check amount ($35 per person): $ ______ Phone  no.___________________________ 

Email _____________________________________________________________________ 

Additional contributions to help defray the cost of scholarship recipients’ meals are appreciated. 

 

Please make check payable to “AAUW Wilmington (DE) Branch, Inc.” and mail to  
AAUW Wilmington (DE) Branch, Inc. 

Spring Brunch 
1800 Fairfax Blvd 

Wilmington, DE 19803 
 

RESERVATION DEADLINE – March 28, 2017 
 

Questions?  Need Directions?  Contact the Office or email susanbairpurcell@gmail.com 
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Study and Interest Groups  

AAUW STUDY AND INTEREST GROUPS 

 

The Wilmington Branch Study and Interest Groups for 2016-2017 are listed below with a short description.  Join 
some of these groups for fun and fellowship!  Call the Study Group Leader or Study Group Coordinator, Lois Hubbs 

(994-6120), if you wish to attend a meeting.    

MORNING 

GARDEN STUDY GROUP – 2nd Wednesday of the month.  Ann De Felice (731-0896);  amdefelice@comcast.net. 
A group interested in learning more about gardening by visiting gardens and attending talks on the subject.  Most 
meetings are in the morning and include tours of local gardens and visits to nearby areas of interest.  Luncheon 

may follow and carpools will be arranged as needed.  New members are welcome.  

HANDCRAFTS - 4th Mondays,  9:30-11:30 a.m.. This group, which has met for many years, changed from an eve-
ning to a morning group. It will continue to meet in members’ homes each month, or participate in a charity event, or 
have lunch at a local restaurant.  If you have an interest in this group, please contact Agnes Barkley at 302-479-

5112 or ashewho46@gmail.com. New members are welcome.  

LANDMARKS – Marie Brywka (477-0127); Kathy Seitz (764-3422). Meets 3rd Thursday, September-May except 
December meeting which is a luncheon on the 2nd Thursday.  Times for meetings vary from morning into early p.m. 
depending on the program.  This group takes bus trips or carpools to a wide range of interesting locations or meets 

locally for luncheon programs with guest speakers.  New members are welcome.  

AFTERNOON 

PUBLIC POLICY STUDY GROUP - Linda Barnett (luvchocdog@hotmail.com) Keep Branch members informed 
about public policy issues; coordinate with AAUW State Public Policy on activities, including state legislative activity 
and participating in Pay Equity Day; link up with other policy oriented organizations that share AAUW concerns and 
collaborate as appropriate; research tropics (including federal legislative activity) and prepare information to send to 
Branch members via Branch newsletters or special emails as appropriate;  Date and time of meetings as needed or 

requested, arranged at convenience of members, but it will be a daytime or early evening meeting.  

THIRD TUESDAY BOOK CLUB - 3rd Tues. (September-May, except December) 12 noon.  Evelyn Williams (622-
8032). The group meets at noon for lunch.  Members bring a sandwich and the hostess supplies beverage and des-
sert.  Each meeting a volunteer reviews a book of her choice.  One month we discuss a book that we all have read 

(Group chooses).  Unable to accept new members at this time.   

EVENING 

CONTEMPORARY, CLASSIC AND CONTROVERSIAL (3C’s) - 4th Mon., 7:30 p.m. Carrie Cooper (740-6648). 
This is a book review group that meets monthly, September through May, except December, at Silverside Church.  
In June, July, and August the group meets at Cokesbury Village.  Book selections include both fiction and non-
fiction.  Reading suggestions are discussed at the spring salad supper with an attempt to select books available at 
the library or in paperback.  For each meeting, members read the book selected for the month, and all participate in 
discussions led by a designated leader.  There is no limit on the number of members.  All who enjoy reading and 

discussing books are welcome!   

FILMS, DRAMA, AND LITERATURE - 2nd Mon., 4:00 p.m.  Suzanne  Smith Collins (235-8785).  This group at-
tends films and plays, reads one-act plays and short stories, and discusses them at our meetings.  Members take 
turns hosting and selecting programs.  The group does not meet in January,  February,  July or August. New mem-

bers are welcome!    

mailto:amdefelice@comcast.net

